
August 2024Issue number: 7

Nonmelanoma Skin Cancer  
News & Insights 
from SkinCure Oncology

Page 01

Welcome to SkinCure Oncology’s On Point, nonmelanoma skin cancer news and insights, featuring 
new skin cancer data, research, legislative and regulatory developments, case studies, and more.

The Dermatology Association of Radiation Therapy releases new 
clinical guidelines for the treatment of nonmelanoma skin cancer 

On July 22, the Dermatology Association of Radiation Therapy (DART), a national non-profit 
medical society working to heighten awareness of radiation therapy in the dermatological 
setting through advocacy, education, and research, announced the publication of new 
clinical guidelines for the treatment of nonmelanoma skin cancer. The guidelines focus 
on appropriate use criteria for the treatment of basal and squamous cell carcinomas 
using image-guided superficial radiation therapy (IGSRT), which combines high-resolution 
dermal ultrasound imaging with superficial radiation therapy.

The guidelines focus on the need for multidisciplinary treatment teams, including board-
certified dermatologists and board-certified radiation therapists, as well as access to 
board-certified radiation oncologists, medical physicists, and organized weekly national 
Grand Rounds to assist dermatologists with complex scenarios.

“We’re absolutely committed to ensuring that all appropriate patients with nonmelanoma 
skin cancer have access to safe and effective, noninvasive, radiation-based treatments in the 
outpatient dermatology setting, and that those undergoing treatment receive quality care in accordance with the latest evidence-
based research and best practice standards of care,” said DART President and Chairman Jacob Scott, MD, DPhil, DABR. “When 
delivered in accordance with these guidelines, IGSRT is shown to be safe and up to 99 percent effective at eradicating these cancers.”

Multiple trade publications, including Dermatology Times, Dermatology Digest, and Practical Dermatology, reported on the guidelines.

First-In-State: Mill Creek, Washington

On April 17, Washington became the 40th state to offer IGSRT, 
celebrated with a gathering of community leaders in Mill Creek 
at Frontier Dermatology, the local practice of Dr. Dieter Schmidt. 
Joining him at the event was Mill Creek Mayor Brian Holtzclaw, 
who said, “We are a community of nature lovers and outdoor 
enthusiasts here in Mill Creek. It’s critical that we take the 
necessary steps to protect ourselves from the sun’s rays. In 
those cases where exposure to the sun or other factors leads to 
a cancer diagnosis, patients now have more treatment options, 
including the new, nonsurgical standard of care called GentleCure. 
I want to thank Dr. Schmidt and Frontier Dermatology for bringing 
GentleCure to our city and state. It’s a proud moment for us 
all.” Joining the gathering were Rachel Alger, Senior Community 
Liaison for U.S. Representative Suzan DelBene; Braden Sigua, 
Legislative Assistant for State Senator John Lovick; and Cheryl 
Cayford, an IGSRT patient. The Everett Herald, Mill Creek Living and 
Seattle’s CBS TV affiliate KIRO 7 covered the event.
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I. BACKGROUND AND STANDARDS

Use of Multidisciplinary Team

Radiotherapy has recently experienced a renaissance in the treatment of nonmelanoma skin cancer 
(NMSC). The gold standard treatment that has emerged is called Image-Guided Superficial 
Radiation Therapy (IGSRT). IGSRT combines high-resolution dermal ultrasound (HRDUS) imaging 
with superficial radiation therapy. To optimize patient outcomes, IGSRT should be delivered in 
the dermatology setting by a board-certified dermatologist with a multidisciplinary team (MDT) 
in accordance with the Dermatology Association of Radiation Therapy (DART) Appropriate Use 
Guidelines. The MDT must include a board-certified radiation therapist (RTT) for treatment delivery 
of IGSRT under the supervision of the prescribing dermatologist. The MDT must also include access 
to a board-certified radiation oncologist, a medical physicist, and organized weekly national Grand 
Rounds. Grand Rounds assist dermatologists with complex scenarios such as dose decay calculations, 
inverse square calculations, and review of beam parameters and field placement to determine 
whether the anatomic location of the current NMSC overlaps with previously radiated fields, as well 
as the latest clinical data and research regarding the optimal indications and contraindications in the 
treatment of NMSC of all modalities. Dermatologists and their RTTs must be trained in how to utilize 
IGSRT and how to present challenging cases to Grand Rounds so that they can access the support of 
the MDT at any time. Once this training is accomplished, the dermatologist has met all qualifications 
necessary to safely and effectively perform IGSRT with ongoing support from the MDT.

The 2024 National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) guidelines suggest that “the determination 
of the appropriateness of radiation therapy (RT) should be determined by a radiation oncologist”.1 
DART notes that this NCCN suggestion does not apply to dermatologists supported by a MDT, as 
long as that MDT includes general access to a radiation oncologist. The treatment of NMSC has 
long been a substantial component of clinical practice for dermatologists who are well versed in the 
numerous available therapeutic options including, but not limited to, superficial radiation therapy 
(SRT).2 Dermatologists are widely regarded as the skin cancer experts who have safely and effectively 
used office-based SRT to treat NMSC for over a century.2 Supporting these skin cancer experts with a 
MDT provides more than enough expertise to “determine the appropriateness of RT”.1
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I. BACKGROUND AND STANDARDS

Use of Multidisciplinary Team

Radiotherapy has recently experienced a renaissance in the treatment of nonmelanoma skin cancer 
(NMSC). The gold standard treatment that has emerged is called Image-Guided Superficial 
Radiation Therapy (IGSRT). IGSRT combines high-resolution dermal ultrasound (HRDUS) imaging 
with superficial radiation therapy. To optimize patient outcomes, IGSRT should be delivered in 
the dermatology setting by a board-certified dermatologist with a multidisciplinary team (MDT) 
in accordance with the Dermatology Association of Radiation Therapy (DART) Appropriate Use 
Guidelines. The MDT must include a board-certified radiation therapist (RTT) for treatment delivery 
of IGSRT under the supervision of the prescribing dermatologist. The MDT must also include access 
to a board-certified radiation oncologist, a medical physicist, and organized weekly national Grand 
Rounds. Grand Rounds assist dermatologists with complex scenarios such as dose decay calculations, 
inverse square calculations, and review of beam parameters and field placement to determine 
whether the anatomic location of the current NMSC overlaps with previously radiated fields, as well 
as the latest clinical data and research regarding the optimal indications and contraindications in the 
treatment of NMSC of all modalities. Dermatologists and their RTTs must be trained in how to utilize 
IGSRT and how to present challenging cases to Grand Rounds so that they can access the support of 
the MDT at any time. Once this training is accomplished, the dermatologist has met all qualifications 
necessary to safely and effectively perform IGSRT with ongoing support from the MDT.

The 2024 National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) guidelines suggest that “the determination 
of the appropriateness of radiation therapy (RT) should be determined by a radiation oncologist”.1 
DART notes that this NCCN suggestion does not apply to dermatologists supported by a MDT, as 
long as that MDT includes general access to a radiation oncologist. The treatment of NMSC has 
long been a substantial component of clinical practice for dermatologists who are well versed in the 
numerous available therapeutic options including, but not limited to, superficial radiation therapy 
(SRT).2 Dermatologists are widely regarded as the skin cancer experts who have safely and effectively 
used office-based SRT to treat NMSC for over a century.2 Supporting these skin cancer experts with a 
MDT provides more than enough expertise to “determine the appropriateness of RT”.1

DAILY HERALD REPORTER WITH RTT MADELEINE APPLESETH OF 
FRONTIER DERMATOLOGY IN MILL CREEK, WASHINGTON, AS SHE 
DEMONSTRATES THE TECHNOLOGY

https://dermassociationrt.org/guidelines/
https://www.dermatologytimes.com/view/new-clinical-guidelines-for-nonmelanoma-skin-cancer-published-by-dermatology-association-of-radiation-therapy
https://thedermdigest.com/new-dart-guidelines-set-standards-for-use-of-igsrt-in-non-melanoma-skin-cancers/
https://practicaldermatology.com/news/dart-releases-new-clinical-guidelines-nonmelanoma-skin-cancer-treatment/2467534/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/mill-creek-clinic-can-now-cure-some-skin-cancers-without-surgery/
https://millcreeklivingmagazine.com/mcl.pdf#page=44
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/new-breakthrough-treatment-available-nonmelanoma-skin-cancer/CUEUK3FP7VFS3ESCAYZA7LZY4I/


SkinCure Oncology is the national provider of GentleCure™, a comprehensive model for the delivery of  
Image-Guided Superficial Radiation Therapy (Image-Guided SRT), the most advanced nonsurgical technology  
for the treatment of common skin cancers. The company partners with quality-focused dermatologists and 
Mohs surgeons to bring cancer center-level radiation therapy treatment to physician offices. Image-Guided SRT 
is available from some 500 dermatologists across the country, and more than 90,000 patients have successfully 
experienced GentleCure. Learn more about the company at SkinCureOncology.com, and visit GentleCure.com for 
helpful consumer and patient information.
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IGSRT arrives in Vanderburgh County, Indiana & 
Butler County, Ohio

In Vanderburgh County, Indiana in May, and in Butler County, 
Ohio in June, local dermatologists formally announced the 
first availability of IGSRT in their communities. Dr. Cole 
Lundquist of Dermatology Associates of Evansville showcased 
the technology at an event featuring Mayor Stephanie Terry; 
representatives from the offices of Congressman Larry 
Bucshon, M.D., and Senator Todd Young; video remarks from 
Senator Mike Braun; State Representative Ryan Hatfield; and 
an IGSRT patient. WEVV CBS 44 and WFIE NBC 14 covered  
the event.

In Ohio, Dr. Elizabeth Muennich of Dermatology & Skin Care 
Associates of West Chester hosted an event featuring West 
Chester Township Trustee Mark Welch; Zach Bohannon, Senior 
Field Representative for Congressman Warren Davidson who 
provided video remarks; a congratulatory declaration from 
State Representative Jennifer Gross; and an IGSRT patient. 
Joe Hinson, President and CEO of the West Chester Liberty 
Chamber Alliance, spoke of his personal experience with 
cancer and presented Dr. Muennich with a congratulatory 
plaque.  The Cincinnati Business Courier and the local CBS TV 
affiliate, Local12, covered the announcement. 

Mayor of Wichita Falls, Texas proclaims 
Nonmelanoma Skin Cancer Awareness Week

To commemorate the 
arrival of IGSRT in Wichita 
County, Texas earlier 
this year, Mayor Tim 
Short of Wichita Falls 
proclaimed the week of 
June 17 Nonmelanoma 
Skin Cancer Awareness 
Week. “Individuals with 
nonmelanoma skin cancer 
should be informed by 
their physicians and 
healthcare providers 
about all available 
treatment options, 
including image-guided 
superficial radiation 

therapy,” the proclamation asserted, “and we encourage our 
residents to educate themselves on risk factors, preventive 
strategies, and available treatment options.”

OncoLife features exclusive interview with SkinCure Oncology leadership  

The May 2024 issue of ONCOLife featured an exclusive interview with Kerwin Brandt, CEO of SkinCure Oncology, and 
Dr. Daniel Ladd, SkinCure Oncology’s Chief Medical Officer, discussing “The Rise of Non-Surgical Solutions in Skin 
Cancer Treatment,” with a focus on IGSRT. The article noted IGSRT’s “over 99% cure rate” and “patient satisfaction 
score of 99.8%,” underscoring that nonsurgical IGSRT is just as effective as traditional treatments and patient-pleasing 
at the same time. Dr. Ladd discussed published IGSRT research, and both he and Brandt spoke of the advanced 
technologies the company is developing, which will focus on diagnostics, treatment planning, and therapeutics.

For more information about Image-Guided SRT, please visit SkinCureOncology.com
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