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Insurance coverage for Image-Guided Superficial Radiation 
Therapy (Image-Guided SRT, or IGSRT) is facing a significant 
and immediate threat. Image-Guided SRT is an effective, 
noninvasive, provider- and patient-preferred alternative to 
Mohs surgery for the treatment of nonmelanoma  
skin cancers (NMSCs).

Despite that, five Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs) 
that set coverage policy for 38 states have jointly issued 
proposed Local Coverage Determinations (LCDs) that would 
exclude coverage of Image-Guided SRT with high-resolution  
ultrasound (HRUS) on grounds of “insufficient evidence,”  
arguing that it adds “no clinical value.”

The proposed LCDs are based on outdated and incomplete 
data, applying a double standard for evidence that penalizes 
innovation. Additionally, they have procedural issues and were 
developed with a lack of stakeholder engagement, presenting 
many flaws.

�They overlook more than 20,000 lesion outcomes 
published in 15 peer-reviewed studies and an 

independent ECRI review affirming the efficacy of 
dermal imaging per fraction of SRT delivery  

for treatment of NMSCs.

They ignore the technology’s FDA-cleared  
integration of HRUS, which enables real-time  

tumor visualization, dose optimization with  
adaptive radiotherapy, and precision treatment.

They contradict CMS’s broader commitment 
to innovation, value-based care, use of  
real-world evidence, and access to care.

They dismiss the cosmetic and functional  
benefits, and high patient satisfaction level, 
which are especially important for elderly and 

surgical high-risk patients.
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as the GentleCure Experience™, Image-Guided SRT is available from some 500 physicians nationwide, with  
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If these LCDs are adopted, Medicare coverage of  
Image-Guided SRT would be withdrawn in the 38 MAC 
states, and private insurers would likely follow suit.  
With more than 2.1 million individuals expected to be 
diagnosed with NMSC this year in those states, the denial  
of coverage would significantly harm patients who are  
elderly or immunocompromised, cannot undergo surgery  
due to medical risks or personal circumstances, or have 
multiple skin cancers requiring a less invasive option.

To share your concern about the threat these LCDs pose 
to patient care, kindly visit the Patients Act website  
to send a message with the below recommendations  
to your regional MAC. Additionally, thought leaders and 
subject matter experts are available to you for further 
information. Please do not hesitate to reach out to  
info@skincureoncology.com to learn more about 
advocating for access to IGSRT care.

RECOMMENDATIONS
We strongly urge CMS and the involved MACs to:

Withdraw the current draft LCD in its entirety.1

Convene a multi-disciplinary advisory panel of IGSRT users/experts, including dermatologists,  
radiation oncologists, and patient advocates, to review modern IGSRT data and utility.

2

Incorporate the most recent clinical evidence in accordance with Medicare’s standards of coverage.3

Ensure transparency and stakeholder engagement before proceeding with any future LCDs  
affecting NMSC treatment.

4
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