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Medicare Coverage Threatened for
a Half Million People in Seven States
Likely to Get Skin Cancer This Year

Some 565,000 Americans in seven eastern states are likely to be diagnosed with a common form of
skin cancer this year, but for those covered by Medicare, reimbursement for a nonsurgical treatment
offered by dermatologists may be stripped away.

Ot an actual patient.

Palmetto GBA, a subsidiary of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of South Carolina, is authorized by the
federal government to regulate Medicare in Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. Palmetto is moving quickly to cancel coverage, which has
been in effect nearly 10 years. That would leave coverage only for procedures at radiation therapy
cancer centers or for Mohs surgery in most cases, although Mohs surgeons are relatively few in
number and are rarely found in rural communities.

Nonmelanoma skin cancer (basal cell and squamous cell carcinoma) is the most common type of
cancer in the U.S., affecting some 9,500 Americans every day, with more than 3.3 million new cases
recorded yearly nationwide.
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Until recent years, Mohs surgery was the usual treatment, with
the doctor cutting away suspect tissue, examining each sample
under a microscope, and continuing until the resected tissue
appeared free of cancer cells. Pain, surgical scarring and the
need for reconstructive surgery were not uncommon effects of
the treatment.

Then, in 2015, a safe, noninvasive, FDA-cleared treatment
option with no surgical scarring began being offered in
dermatology practices. Dermatologists achieved the same
99%+ cure rate as Mohs surgery with the newer Image-Guided
Superficial Radiation Therapy, also called Image-Guided SRT, or
IGSRT. The scientifically proven treatment, that uses low-level
x-rays guided by ultrasound imaging, won favor with patients
and dermatologists. Medicare and most private insurance

plans cover the procedure.

“The insurance industry group that controls
Medicare coverage in this seven-state region
is clearly ill-suited to render judgment on

Image-Guided SRT,” said Jacob Scott, MD, DPAhil.,
president of the Dermatology Association of
~ Radiation Therapy (DART). “No experts in the
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use of, or research related to Image-Guided SRT
were invited to participate in panels to discuss
the technology, nor have they been contacted
by Palmetto for input into policy formation. In
their first hearing, the scientific literature they
considered was published before this newer
treatment even existed.”

Those who care about keeping insurance coverage @
for the nonsurgical treatment should write to the
panel by May 11, at A.Policy@PalmettoGBA.com.

SkinCure Oncology is the national provider of GentleCure™, a comprehensive model for the delivery of
Image-Guided Superficial Radiation Therapy (Image-Guided SRT), the most advanced nonsurgical technology
for the treatment of common skin cancers. The company partners with quality-focused dermatologists and
Mohs surgeons to bring cancer center-level radiation therapy treatment to physician offices. Image-Guided SRT
is available from some 500 dermatologists across the country, and more than 75,000 patients have successfully
experienced GentleCure. Learn more about the company at
helpful consumer and patient information.
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